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The goal of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Beaches 
Environmental Assessment, Closure and Health 
(BEACH) Act Grant Program is to work in 
partnership with states, tribes, territories, local 
governments, and the public to significantly 
reduce the risk of disease to people who use 
the nation’s recreational waters. This is accom-
plished through improved recreational water 
programs, better communication, and scientific 
advances. EPA awards BEACH Act grants to eli-
gible coastal and Great Lakes states, territories, 
and tribes to help them develop and implement 
beach monitoring and notification programs.

The third National Beach Conference took 
place in Huntington Beach, California, in April 
2009. Previous National Beach Conferences were 
held in San Diego, California, in October 2004, 
and Niagara Falls, New York, in October 2006.

The third conference provided a forum for 
participants to learn about beach health initia-
tives across the country; present new methods, 
indicators, and modeling techniques; identify 
beach health needs; discuss priorities for the 
short term and long term; and recommend 
protocols and procedures to encourage greater 
consistency among jurisdictions. EPA organized 
the conference into these sessions:

•	 Session I: Welcome Speakers
•	 Session II: Changes in Policy: Perspectives 

from Around the World
•	 Session III: Between a Rock and a Hard 

Place—Impacts of Infrastructure and 
Climate Change on Beaches

•	 Session IV: Notifying the Public (and Other 
Agencies)—Panel Discussion 

•	 Session V: Sanitary Surveys and Source 
Tracking

•	 Session VI: Forecasting and Predictive 
Modeling 

•	 Session VII: Quantitative Microbial Risk 
Assessment

•	 Session VIII: Debate
•	 Session IX: Remediation, TMDLs, and 

Economics
•	 Session X: Rapid Methods and Alternative 

Indicators
•	 Session XI: Epidemiological Studies 

Underway
•	 Session XII: Putting it All Together: Where 

Do We Go from Here?
•	 Session XIII: Conference Wrap Up

Each session consisted of individual 
presentations and a discussion period with 
questions and comments from the audience and 
responses by the speakers. This proceedings 
document contains each speaker’s biosketch, 
abstract, and presentation slides.
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The Office of Science and Technology 
(OST) in the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA’s) Office of Water funded the 2009 
National Beach Conference. The Standards and 
Health Protection Division in OST organized 
the conference.

The planning workgroup included the 
following representatives:

•	 EPA Headquarters: Lars Wilcut, Erica 
Fleisig, Rich Healy, Beth LeaMond, Bill 
Kramer, and John Wathen

•	 EPA Regional and Research Offices: 
Holly Wirick, Joel Hansel, Tim Wade, and 
Marjorie Jones

•	 United States Geological Survey: Richard 
Whitman

•	 State and local Beach Program or pub-
lic health officials: Shannon Briggs, Julie 
Kinzleman, Joan Rose, Jessica Archer, 
Helena Solo-Gabrielle

•	 The California State Water Resources 
Control Board: Michael Gjerde

•	 The Southern California Coastal Water 
Research Project (SCCWRP): Steve 
Weisberg

•	 Heal the Bay: Mark Gold
•	 Tetra Tech, Inc.: Shannon Prendergast and 

Elsa Mittelholtz

We thank our wonderful sponsors, Crystal 
Diagnostics, IDEXX, Qiagen and SCCWRP. We 
also gratefully acknowledge the contributions 
of the invited speakers, poster presenters, and 
attendees. Their efforts were critical to the 
success of the conference.

Although the information in this 
document has been funded wholly or in part by 
U.S. EPA, it may not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Agency, and no official endorsement 
should be inferred.
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