












Current Thinking (4)

 Clarify the expression of criteria construct.  

– Maintain Geometric Mean and something akin to SSM. 

– Clarify intended uses for beach advisories, permitting, and assessment 
programs. 

– Eliminate “use intensity” range. 

– Identify explicit “duration” and “frequency “ aspects of criteria. 

 Provide tools for site-specific criteria derivation (QMRA with sanitary 
survey)  and other flexibilities. 

– Science does not permit us to recommend different, nationally 
applicable criteria values for different sources (e.g., gulls). 

– Predictive models as tool to enhance implementation of criteria, 
particularly for beach programs. 

 Use EPA and non-EPA research studies. 
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2011-2013 Schedule

 Conduct Scientific Peer-Review of Draft Criteria:  
Summer 2011 

 Propose criteria (for public comment) : February-
March 2012

 Sign for publication final criteria:  October 2012

 Provide Draft Implementation Guidance: 

December 2012

 Provide Final Implementation Guidance: 

December 2013
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For More Information

 EPA’s Rec Criteria and Beach Web Pages
– www.epa.gov/waterscience/criteria/recreation

Completed Research
Experts Scientific Workshop Report and Executive Summary
Critical Path Science Plan
Criteria Development Plan & Schedule
Consent Decree & Settlement Agreement
Literature reviews
Stakeholder meeting summaries

– www.epa.gov/beaches
BEACH Act text
Grants information
Beach Guidance Document
Local beach information

– www.epa.gov/waterscience/criteria/humanhealth/microbial/#wqs
 BEACH Act rule

– Technical fact sheets

Stakeholder Meeting on the Development of New or Revised Water Quality Criteria 14


