
2010 Advis

Th 2010 NLFA d b li 4 598 dThe 2010 NLFA database lists 4,598 adv
two of the four U.S. Territories, and 5 In
under advisory represents:

 42% of the Nation’s total lake acres
approximately 17.7 million lake acre

 36% of the Nation’s total river mile 36% of the Nation s total river mile

 42% of the Nation’s contiguous coa
Hawaii) 

 100% of the Great Lakes and their c

There were 37 states with statewide advThere were 37 states with statewide adv
statewide mercury advisory in 2009.

In addition, 2% of the Nation’s river mil
f ti id li i ff t i 2010
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safe eating guidelines in effect in 2010.

ory Listing

i i i 50 h Di i f C l bivisories in 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
ndian tribes.  The number of waterbodies 

s (excluding the Great Lakes), or 
es

es or approximately 1 4 million river mileses, or approximately 1.4 million river miles

astal waters (79% including Alaska and 

connecting waters.

isories in effect in 2010. Oregon rescinded aisories in effect in 2010. Oregon rescinded a 

les and 9% of the Nation’s lake acres had 

Source: 2004 National Listing of Fish AdvisoriesSource: 2010 National Listing of Fish Advisories



Increased Monit
• Since the 1970s states have m• Since the 1970s, states have m

fish in more and more of thei
levels of contaminants, they ilevels of contaminants, they i
advisories. 

o As a result, increases in advisories
sampling of previously untested wp g p y
increased levels or frequency of co

o There were more advisories in 201
that contaminant levels in fish are 
that states are doing more monitor

At th ti EPA d lo At the same time, EPA develops -
environmental regulations designe
into the waters, and we will contin
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toring by States
monitored for contaminants inmonitored for contaminants in 
ir waters.  Where they find high 
issue fish consumptionissue fish consumption 

s result primarily from increased 
waters and are not necessarily due to y
ontamination.

10 than in 2008.  This does not mean 
increasing nationwide, but rather 

ring.

d t t i l tand states implement -
ed to reduce environmental pollutants 
nue to work to reduce emissions.

Source: 2004 National Listing of Fish AdvisoriesSource: 2010 National Listing of Fish Advisories



Bioaccumula

Although current advisories in the United 
pollutants, most advisories involve five pri

 Mercury 3,710 advisories in 2

 PCB 1 084 d i i i 2 PCBs 1,084 advisories in 2

 Chlordane 60 advisories in 201

 Dioxins 128 advisories in 20

 DDT 58 advisories in 201

An increase in advisories issued by the stat
number of assessments of contaminants in
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tive Pollutants 

States have been issued for 33 different 
imary bioaccumulative contaminants:

2010 (up from 3,361 in 2008)

2010 ( f 1 025 i 2008)2010 (up from 1,025 in 2008)

0 (down from 67 in 2008)

010 (up from 123 in 2008)

0 (down from 76 in 2008)

tes generally reflects an increase in the 
n fish tissues.

Source: 2004 National Listing of Fish AdvisoriesSource: 2010 National Listing of Fish Advisories
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Fish Consumption Adviso
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*Statewide freshwater mercury advisories for Minnesota and Michigan inc

ories for Mercury - 2010

*Lakes

NOTE: This map 
depicts the 
presence and type p yp
of fish advisories 
issued by the states 
for mercury as of 
December 2010. 
Because only 
selected 

aterbodies arewaterbodies are 
monitored, this map 
does not reflect the 
full extent of 
chemical 
contamination of fish 
tissues in each state

Source: 2004 National Listing of Fish Advisories

tissues in each state 
or territory. 

Source: 2010 National Listing of Fish Advisories

clude lakes only



Number of Safe Eating G
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Guidelines by State - 2010

 Number of safe eating g
guidelines in each state is noted 
within the state.

 Safe eating guidelines are issued 
to inform the public that certain 
species of fish from specific 

t b di h b t t dwaterbodies have been tested 
and have been shown to contain 
low levels of contaminants.  
Guidelines can also be issued for 
all waterbodies in a state.

 Safe eating guideline dataSafe eating guideline data 
should not be used for:
 Characterizing geographic 

distribution 
of chemical contaminants

 Making interstate 
or international 
comparisons.

 Safe eating guidelines in the 
NLFA database are updated as 
new information is provided to 
USEPA's National Fish 
Contamination Program

Source: 2004 National Listing of Fish Advisories

Contamination Program. 

Source: 2010 National Listing of Fish Advisories



Log of Mercury Concentrati
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ions in Selected Fish Species

Includes fish 
tissue 
contaminant 
data used in 
support ofsupport of 
advisory 
decisions in 
2008 and 
previous years.

Source: 2004 National Listing of Fish AdvisoriesSource: 2010 National Listing of Fish Advisories
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National Mean Mercury Concentration in 
Tissues of Selected Fish Species (all sample types)

Source: 2010 National Listing of Fish Advisories

*N= number of samples


