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 A .gov website belongs to an official government organization in the United States.
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                Why are Water Quality Standards Important?
      

              Water quality standards protect the conditions of lakes, rivers, estuaries and other water bodies for fishing, swimming and other uses.


Learn more about water quality standards

                      

  



              
	
                  
  



  
    
      
                Water Quality Standards Where You Live
      

              States and authorized tribes develop new and revised water quality standards relevant to their local situations. Under the Clean Water Act (CWA), we must review and approve them before their use for purposes such as discharge permitting and assessment of water body quality.


Learn more about state's CWA-effective water quality standards

                      

  



              
	
                  
  



  
    
      
                Relationship Between Water Quality Criteria and Water Quality Standards
      

              Water quality criteria - one of three core components to water quality standards - identify pollutant levels or conditions that protect water body uses, such as fishing and swimming.


Learn more about the water quality criteria-standards relationship
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  Contact Us to ask a question, provide feedback, or report a problem.
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