This document does not substitute for EPA regulations; nor is it a
regulation itself. Thus, it does not and cannot impose legally binding
requirements on the EPA, the states, tribes or the regulated community,
and may not apply to a particular situation based on the circumstances.
If there are any differences between this web document and the statute
or regulations related to this document, the statute and/or regulations
govern. The EPA may change this guidance in the future.
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Streoam Peclansification

Patrick "M, Tobin, Director
Criteria and standards Divizion (Wu-seg)

Tegional Water Nivision Directors
RPeqional VWater Nuality Stancards Coordiratnre

Thr revisad water cuality srandards regulation, scction
131.10(a) rontaine seaveral provisinne joverrning the remnval of
designated uses, i,e, "downcradings.” The reaculation emboding
nur commitrent to have standarde mnus tewarde the Section
10V {(a){?) ;oala of the Act And to uce etancdarcs as a prasis of
restoring and raintaining the integrity of the natjon's waters,

As you are well aware, the effort to develop a revised
water quality standards requlation drew wicdespread attenticon,
That same intereat and attention is now being tocused on how we
imrplement the new requlation. You must be certain that any
downarading cr the adoption of any less stringent water quality
criteria is adequately supported ard will pe arle to withetand
close public scrutiny.

In developing the plans and schedules with the State to
fully i~plement the provisions of the new regulaticon we expect
you to take 3 reasconable approach as cutlined ip Jack Ravan's
memn to the Regicnal Adminiestrators, February 2, 19%4, You
sheuld also take intn account the extent to whicn the provisions
in guestion have changed from the prior reculatior,





