




Ongoing QMRA Efforts to Support 
Implementation

 Conduct QMRA “anchoring” using NEEAR 
marine results.

 Examine potential exposure profile and risk 
differences associated with various 
recreational water activities.

 Provide additional information to better 
understand epidemiology studies conducted 
differently from EPA’s studies.
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The potential use of QMRA in 
developing site-specific criteria

 QMRA has proven useful for increasing our 
understanding of apparent and relative human health 
risks from exposure to various sources of fecal 
pollution.

 We currently do not have the information necessary to 
develop nationally-applicable water quality criteria 
based on different sources of fecal contamination.

 However, it may be possible to develop site-specific 
criteria protective of the swimming use that take 
account of the relative risk of sources provided the 
sources affecting a specific waterbody are well 
understood both spatially and temporally.
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The potential use of QMRA in 
developing site-specific criteria (2)

 EPA is currently working on guidance that 
describes how QMRA could be used to help 
States develop site-specific criteria.

 The guidance will describe the tools that EPA 
has developed (e.g., sanitary survey tailored 
for use in QMRA) and how this information 
fits together to form an integrated, flexible 
toolset for States.
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