
Sanitary Survey + QMRA

 Two powerful tools for assessing andcharacterizing
risk based on site specific environmental conditions as 
well as water quality data. 

– Beach managers often use Sanitary Surveys to 
assess beaches for fecal contamination and to 
prioritize remediation efforts.

– Typically a “snapshot” so may need other 
information,  such as source tracking and 
watershed information. 

 There are several documents on EPA’s website to help 
develop a sanitary survey/program for your site:

– http://water.epa.gov/type/oceb/beaches/sanitary
survey_index.cfm

– Great Lakes Beach Sanitary Survey User Manual 
(PDF) EPA-823-B-06-001; May 2008
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Water Quality Link Approach 

 A methodology to demonstrate that an indicator or a method 
that differs from the indicators and methods recommended 
by EPA in the new criteria is scientifically defensible and 
protective of the use because it provides an equivalent level 
of protection at a specific site. 

 Involves linking site-specific water quality measurements with 
water quality and health measurements from EPA 
epidemiological studies. 

 Site-specific water quality measurements should be 
consistently related over different water quality levels. 

 Variability and uncertainty should not be significantly greater 
than EPA-recommended methods. 
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Protocol for an alternative test 
procedure

 An “EPA-approved method” is one that has been promulgated 
through notice and comment rulemaking and published in the 
Code of Federal Regulations.

 EPA is not planning on promulgating an approved test 
method for qPCR.  EPA has already promulgated approved 
test methods for the culture methods.

 EPA expects to provide guidance (similar to the Alternative 
Test Procedure, for approved methods) on how to evaluate 
changes to the technology in the EPA recommended method.  

 EPA is working on such a protocol for evaluating qPCR 
methods and aims to make it available in 2013.  
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 As we develop the new Criteria’s
Implementation Guidance Document (2013), 
what should EPA consider to aide States?

 What information is needed?

 How would the site-specific criteria work?
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