
 13. Ask WATERS 

13. Ask WATERS 
EPA’s Watershed Assessment and Tracking Environmental ResultS (WATERS) tool offers reports that 
integrate data from multiple, independent databases. 

Waters Simple Query Tool 

13.1 WATERS can be accessed through the AskWaters link in the Frequent Questions in 
ATTAINS (see below). An alternative method to reach this page is to open the 
Watershed Assessment and Tracking Environmental ResultS page. On the left 
sidebar, select Tools. Select Ask WATERS. Within the light blue box, click Simply 
Query. A green and blue table of questions appears. 

 

13.2 Click What causes of impairments for an impaired water have been de-listed and 
what  were their reasons for de-listing? 

13.3 Select Michigan from the list of states and regions. 

13.4 Type in a date range: 01-01-2007 to 01-01-2009. 
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13.5 Click Run Report. For each waterbody listed in the report, the state’s waterbody 
identifier code, the reporting cycle when the water was listed, the cause of impairment, 
the date the waterbody was de-listed, and the basis for the de-listing is provided. 

 

WATERS Expert Query Tool  

13.6 Open WATERS. 

13.7 Click Tools (on the left-hand sidebar). 

13.8 Click the fifth bullet WATERS Expert Query Tool. 

 

Notice the Expert Query User Manual (PDF) link. This manual provides a detailed 
explanation of the databases available to query through this tool, as well as how to 
operate and execute effective searches. For example, the manual explains how to run 
statistical summary operations like average, maximum, sum or standard deviation on 
numeric database fields, such as ACRES 303D and MILES 303D. 
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This exercise covers the three steps for an Expert Query: (1) select a preset view, (2) 
filter fields, and (3) enter search criteria. All impaired or 303(d) listed waters in the 
Catawba River Basin in North Carolina will be queried. 

13.9 Click the second link under the 303(d) Listing & TMDL Information section - Current 
303(d) Listed Impaired Waters and their Causes of Impairment. 

13.10 Select all available columns to be viewed by selecting the asterisk checkbox at the top. 

 

13.11 Scroll down and click the STEP 3 button. 

If no selection is made within Step 3, the entire national database will be called up. 

13.12 Scroll down to STATE (not STATE LIST ID). Type NC in the textbox. 

13.13 Scroll all the way down to State Basin Name. Click the dropdown arrow next to Equal 
To and select a new search operator: Containing. Type Neuse. 

13.14 Now click the Search Database button. Do not click the button twice; it takes a minute 
to load. 

13.15 In the resulting table, click the hyperlinked column header, List_ID. 

What does the field List_ID mean? _______________________ 

13.16 Close the metadata popup window. 

13.17 Scroll down to the bottom to find the total number of unique impairments for waterbodies 
listed on the state’s 303(d) list in this river basin. You might have to scroll horizontally to 
find the number. 

A waterbody is listed by individual segments, and each has its own data record in the 
impaired waters database. Each segment can be listed for one or multiple impairments. 
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What is the total number of unique impairments in the Neuse River Basin?  

____________ 

Note: This file can be downloaded into a comma separated file and displayed as a Web 
page. 

 

13.18 Scroll up to the top. (Drag the vertical slidebar to the top of the page.) 

It is possible to summarize this information more succinctly. The following examples 
illustrate how to create tables that can be easily inserted into a watershed plan using 
Expert Query. 

13.19 Return to the Selection of Columns for Expert Query clicking twice on the Back 
button. 

13.20 Select the fields below to limit the number of fields that will appear in the final output: 

CAUSE DESCRIPTION 
STATE 
WATERBODY NAME  
STATE BASIN NAME 
MILES 303(d)—select the SUM checkbox to the right (in red type). Do not select the 
main box. 
ACRES 303(d)—select the SUM checkbox (in red type). Do not select the main box. 

13.21 Click STEP 3 to Enter Search Criteria. 

13.22 For State, type NC. 

13.23 For State Basin Name, type Neuse. The Search Option can remain Equal to. 

13.24 In the Column Display Order column, enter the following in the fields from the top to 
the bottom: 2, 6, 1, 5, 3, 4. (See the figure below.) 
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13.25 Under the Sort Column, type a 2 and in the Cause Description row, type a 1 in the Water 
Body Name row. 

 

13.26 Click the Search Database button. 

It displays an alphabetically sorted table of the 303(d) listed waterbodies in North 
Carolina’s Neuse River Basin, including the impairment cause and the total miles and 
total acres listed, for the individual cause. 

For Little Contentnea Creek, how many total miles are impaired for Low Dissolved 
Oxygen? ____________ 

13.27 Return to the Selection of Columns for Expert Query by clicking the browser’s Back 
button. 
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13.28 Select the asterisk checkbox at the top to select all columns. 

 

13.29 Click STEP 3: ENTER SEARCH CRITERIA. 

13.30 All the selection operators are Equal to. For Cause Description, type Low Dissolved 
Oxygen. 

13.31 For State, type NC. 

13.32 For State Basin Name, type Tar Pamlico. 

13.33 Scroll down and click Search Database. 

13.34 Click the 303(d) REPORT link. Maximize this newly opened window. 
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Which year was this waterbody first listed on the 303(d) Report? ___________ 

Under Comments, how is this creek classified in North Carolina’s water quality 
standards system?_____________ 

Scroll down and note that a TMDL was developed for fecal coliform in Chicod Creek. 

13.35 Open the Detailed TMDL Report by clicking the link in the TMDL Information table: 
CHICOD CREEK FECAL COLIFORM . 

 

What date was the TMDL established/approved? __________________ 

What type of TMDL study is it? Does it include point sources? _____________ 

The TMDL sets an endpoint or a target concentration to bring Chicod Creek back into 
compliance with water quality standards. 

What is the geometric mean? _________________________ 
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