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The Rio Puerco Watershed 
The Rio Puerco 
Watershed encompasses 
4.5 million acres in 
Northwest New Mexico 



Rio Puerco Basin 

Once the 
“breadbasket” of 
New Mexico 

Not just a BLM 
problem 

Need partners 
for effective 
restoration 

The “watershed 
approach” 

Rio Puerco Management Committee 



 

 

 

Rio Puerco Management Committee 

� Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Management Act 
of 1996 

Section 401(c) of Public Law 104-333 

Broad-based, collaborative effort to restore and 
manage 

Membership includes: 
State and federal agencies, tribal governments, soil and 
water conservation districts, rural residents, ranchers, 
private interest groups, general public. 

� 

� 

Goals 
1. Sediment Reduction 



Goals
2. Vegetation and 

habitat improvement

Riparian restoration on
Señorito Creek

Habitat restored 
through grazing 
management, native 
plantings 

 1990

1997

Goals

Interjurisdictional/
interagency cooperation

Socio-economic benefits

Recognition and protection
of cultural values
Public awareness/    
Education

Participation

3.  Support and promotion of



Listening Sessions 

Field Trips to Assess Problems 



Work Days 





Hands-On Workshops 

Upland Erosion Control 
Workshop 



Riparian Restoration Workshop 

Roads Workshop near Cuba 

There are lots of good 
practices to teach 

landusers Low-Stress Livestock 
Handling Workshop 



Land Health & Erosion 
Board Games 



Rangeland Health Kiosk 



Publications 




