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•  Road Maintenance and Improvements: 

Better management of unpaved roads and the 

proper closing of abandoned roads will help 

reduce erosion and reclaim water from the roads 

and spread it to the surrounding land.  

•  Invasive Plant Removal: Invasive plants are 

outcompeting native vegetation in some ripar-

ian areas. Invasive salt cedar will be removed 

and replaced with native cottonwood and willow 

to stabilize drainage channels. Exclusions will be 

built to prevent livestock and wildlife from graz-

ing prior to plant establishment.  

•  Improved Grazing Management: Individual 

ranch management plans will be developed to 

help ranchers develop a 5-year vision for infra-

structure improvements, stocking rates, and 

range conditions. Additionally, a Grassbank will 

be established to provide relief during drought 

and allow for recovery time in revegetated areas. 

•  Trash Clean-up and Education: Illegal trash 

dumps will be cleaned up and the areas treated 

to reduce erosion. Five Navajo chapters are 

working together to develop a transfer station in 

the area. Presentations will be given at Chapter 

meetings to educate residents about the water 

quality impairments from illegal trash dumping. 

Project Partners: 
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 

• Bureau of Land Management 

• Hub RC&D 

• Navajo Nation 

• New Mexico Environment Department 

• New Mexico State Land Office 

•  New Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural 

Resources Department

•  Natural Resource Conservation Service 

Quivira Coalition

• Sandoval and McKinley Counties

Leveraged Resources:  
EPA Grant: $839,727 

Match in non-federal funds and 

 in kind services: $433,123

For More Information Contact: 
Barbara Johnson 

Rio Puerco Alliance 

Lunah3@comcast.net

www.riopuerco.org/index.html 

www.riopuerco.org/Rio_Puerco_Alliance/ 

 index.html

EPA’s Targeted Watersheds Grant  

program is a competetive grant  

program designed to encourage 

collaborative, community-driven  

approaches to meet clean water goals.

For more information about 

the selected watersheds, please visit: 

http://www.epa.gov/twg
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